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Animal Lab Report

Procedures:
1. Visit Introduction to the Metazoa: Animals, Animals, Animals!, University of California, Berkeley Museum of Paleontology. Click on the Systematics link and learn more about a group you desire to begin researching for this lab. Note: The boxes without images have not yet been developed. 

2. If possible, visit a local zoo and try to learn more about the animal group you are researching. Take pictures, talk to the zookeepers, etc. 

3. Visit a number of websites (a few starters are listed below) that deal with the great diversity of animals and their biological, ecological, and economic impacts on life and human society. Gather (and cite!) information and images to allow you to prepare a poster or PowerPoint presentation. 

4. In your poster or PowerPoint presentation you will need to detail the classification of the group of creatures you are detailing. 

5. Required elements include: the time of first occurrence, fossil record (if any), economic and societal impact of the group, and its evolutionary importance (for example the green algae are not terribly important save as a stem group for the evolution of plants). 

Example sites: 
Tree of Life Web Project. Maintained by scientists and collaborators, this site organizes over 5000 web pages about the classification and relationships of the domains and other taxonomic groups.  
Animal Diversity Web. This site compiles many links to aid your research.

Biodiversity Explorer.  Provides a look at how the taxonomic groups are classified and basic characteristics.

Discover Life.  Links and information for Systematics.
Student’s Name in/on project. 

Poster Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	Advance
	Satisfactory
	Need Improvement
	Unacceptable 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics relate to the topic. 
	Graphics do not relate to the topic. 

	Required Elements 
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	All required elements are included on the poster. 
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster. 
	Several required elements were missing. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	At least 7 accurate facts are displayed on the poster. 
	5-6 accurate facts are displayed on the poster. 
	3-4 accurate facts are displayed on the poster. 
	Less than 3 accurate facts are displayed on the poster. 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Mechanics 
	Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the poster. 
	There is 1 error in capitalization or punctuation. 
	There are 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation. 
	There are more than 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation. 

	Citations 
	All information and all borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Most borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation.

	Classification
	Domain, kingdom, genus, species listed with appropriate italicization and capitalization. 
	There is one error or omission in the classification information, italicization, or capitalization.
	There are two errors or omissions in the classification information, italicization, or capitalization.
	There are more than two errors or omissions in the classification information, italicization, or capitalization.
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